
April 26, 2021 

Honourable Heather Stefanson 

Minister of Health 

Room 302, Legislative Building 

450 Broadway 

Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V8 

Dear Minister Stefanson: 

We collectively write to you today on the subject of Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP).   The 

medications Tenofovir and Emtricitabine (brand name Truvada), when taken once daily is 

highly effective to prevent HIV infection and is known as PrEP. We the the undersigned 

organizations are asking your government to expedite the approval of full coverage for the cost 

of PrEP under the Manitoba Drug Plan.   

As you may know Manitoba is the lone provincial/territorial district to have not yet included 

PrEP under its Provincial Drug Plan.  Manitoba has one of the highest rates of HIV infection in 

Canada and our epidemiology shows clearly that those communities most at risk are also the 

least likely to be able to afford the cost of PrEP. 

We note that recently there has been some forward positive momentum.  The Manitoba HIV 

Program has shared your message that previous requests for PrEP coverage have been well 

received by you and previous Ministers of Health.  However, every day that goes by, where full 

coverage for this drug is not approved, limits its potential of to prevent HIV. This is a profound 

missed opportunity to decrease rates of HIV in the Province. 

The physical, emotional and financial toll on individuals living with HIV is tragic and well 

documented.  It is our collective duty to ensure that tools available to prevent HIV infection are 

accessible to Manitobans.   Given that we live in a time when there are highly effective 

medications to protect against HIV transmission, it would be unconscionable to not to provide 

coverage for Manitobans to access these drugs.  

The cost of treating 1 person living with HIV is far greater than the cost of HIV prevention with 

PrEP.   

There is no need for more studies and cost/benefit analysis on PrEP and its effectiveness in 

reducing HIV transmission and reducing overall health care costs.  That time has passed.  

PrEP works. 



What is needed now is bold action. 

We ask that your government expedite the process of approval of PrEP coverage under the 

Manitoba Drug Plan so that we may jointly celebrate another battle won in the war against HIV 

transmission.   

Thank you for your consideration.  For more information on PrEP, see the links below: 

https://www.catie.ca/en/fact-sheets/prevention/pre-exposure-prophylaxis-prep 

https://ninecircles.ca/testing-treatment/prep/ 

Signed by: 

Name: _______________________________________ Date: ______________

https://www.catie.ca/en/fact-sheets/prevention/pre-exposure-prophylaxis-prep
https://ninecircles.ca/testing-treatment/prep/



